
I t began with a throbbing pain
which Imran Alam (VII) from Har-
vad House initially ignored. He

thought that he might have got hurt while playing soccer with his friends.The
pain, however, would not go and soon Imran felt it difficult to move his arms.
The intensity increased and he felt compelled to tell his mother Khodaiza Kha-

toon about it. They went to a
doctor little knowing of the
nightmare that was to follow.
A series of X-rays, CT scans
showed that it was a bone tu-
mour. Imran had his Class VI fi-
nals coming up in less than a
week.The brave boy appeared
for his exams. He was operat-
ed immediately after the exam-
inations at Nightingale Nursing
Home in Calcutta.
The tumour re-surfaced after
three months and he was op-

erated once again.The pain was intense for such a young boy, not to forget the
lonely nights in the nursing home.
After six weeks, the tumour relapsed. This time he was referred to the Tata
Memorial Hospital in Mumbai. By now Imran's right arm had become stiff and
he could hardly move it. He did everything with his left hand and tried to write
with it too.School was out of the question.One operation was performed to re-
move the tumor and another was again done on his hip for bone grafting.The
painful physiotherapy however worked for him and Imran slowly began to
move his right arm. He returned to Calcutta after missing out an academic
year and was again admitted to Harvard House High School. Back among his
friends, Imran is happy.He is sincere and diligent and up to date with his work.
However, every three months initially, and then later every six months, he has
to go to Mumbai for a check-up.

Imran Alam 

A t the age of 11 when she was
in class VI, she lost vision in
her right eye after an acci-

dent. While opening a one litre bottle
of Pepsi, the bottle burst and affected
her right eye. Somrita underwent an
emergency eye operation but the vi-
sion in her right eye could not be re-
stored. She
suffered a
total retina
detachment;
since then
she has been
seeing the
world with
just her left
eye. This was
the turning
point in her
life.
People
thought this
was the end
of the road for her but she believed
that if God gives a dream, then he
also gives one the power to fulfill that
dream. With the help of parents and
her school she proved to the world
that strong people can never be de-
feated. She has come a long way
since then. Today she is recognised
as a national level debater, in the
school circuit, having represented
Calcutta Girls' High School - in the
Frank Anthony All India Inter Institu-
tional Debate Competition, held in
Mumbai on 25 September, 2007,
presided over by Aamir Khan as the
chief guest. She is an actor, who has
portrayed among others the charac-
ters of Lady Macbeth and Portia of
The Merchant of Venice under the di-
rection of the Shakespeare society of

Eastern India, have written scripts
and directed plays. She plays the
synthesizer and her talent was
recognised in an inter-school festival
where she was given the award for
best instrumentalist. She has worked
as a guest Radio-Jockey (RJ) and is
a senior reporter with The Telegraph

in Schools.
For TTIS,
she has in-
terviewed
former Pres-
ident of
India, Dr
A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, the
present
Governor of
Arunachal
Pradesh
General
(Retd.) J.J.
Singh and

BBC correspondent and author, Sir
Mark Tully and have recently been fe-
licitated as the reporter of the year by
the paper. She paints, sings, quizzes
and writes. She headed the Senior
Students' Council in school in the ca-
pacity of School Secretary and the
Junior School Students' Council as
School President. She has repre-
sented East Zone, with some others,
in the National Final of the Computer
Olympiad, for programming in C++.
She appeared for the ISC Exam in
2008 and secured 93.75 and is pur-
suing English Honours form Loreto
College, under Calcutta University.
She has not allowed her visual hand-
icap to maim her. "I always a fighter",
to put it in Browning's words and “I
live my life by choice, not by chance.”

Somrita Ganguly

Anusreea appeared for her
Class XII board exam from
Mahadevi Birla Girls’ H.S.

School, in March 2008 and is
presently studying in Jadavpur
University, pursuing a graduation
course in Comparative Literature.
In November 2007, her mother
was diagnosed with Vestibular
Schwannoma, in simple words,
brain tumour.The days were full of
turmoil and anxiety with both the
parents leaving early in the morn-
ing to meet the top doctors while
she waited at home missing
school anxiously waiting for them
to return. It was a tough time for all
the family members. All she could

do was just console her
mother and pray for her
recovery.
In December 2007,
she was taken to a doc-
tor based in Bangalore,
Dr. Sujay Rao of St.
Philomeans Hospital.
On 10 December
2007, which happens
to be her birthday, both
her parents accompa-
nied by her uncle and
aunt left for Bangalore.
She stayed back in

Calcutta with her grandmother. Tension and the
loneliness gripped her.While in Bangalore, twice
they tried to operate her mother but due to com-
plications, every time the date of the operation
got postponed. Finally, on 20 December, they
successfully operated on her. Her parents re-
turned from Bangalore 4 days before her exams.
The sight of her mother at the airport brought
tears to her eyes. She was on a wheelchair,
blood was oozing from her lips because of the
action of steroids, her head was fully plastered
and she could not walk or talk.The sight devas-
tated her.
Hence, began her struggle. Going to school,
coming back and taking care of the household
chores, taking care of her father was her respon-
sibility. She appeared for her boards and scored
a whopping 89% in commerce.

Anusreea Paul

My association with Keshav
while he studied under me
was nothing extraordinary.

He always scored the highest in his
section and for me as a teacher that
was enough to condone his sitting on
the back-bench and not paying
'great, undivided' attention to every
word that I uttered. Apart from the
usual "Keshav, don't talk when I'm
teaching", we really did not exchange
much.We interacted a lot more in our
Activity Classes but … as I said,
there was nothing extraordinary.
In the January Selection Exam too,
he scored the highest - nothing
new. However, what did strike
me was his not coming to
see the papers. Nothing
too alarming, though!
Then on 14 February, it
was announced in Chapel
that Keshav was very criti-
cal. I now learnt that he
was battling cancer.The
ever-smiling face flashed be-
fore my eyes at once! For a
minute, I went numb - till date I
don't know why I was so deeply af-
fected.
Then began my rounds to the hospi-
tal and the opportunity to see what
bravery and determination is all

about.
This boy, till

his last breath, literally wanted to ap-
pear for the I.S.C. Exams for he want-
ed his name up on the Honours

Board! He knew very well that he
wanted to go to Ahmedabad for fur-
ther studies and had already got hold
of all the course material.
Everyday, I was told by his family
members; he wanted to return
home because I.S.C. was ap-
proaching.When his voice failed,
his eyes asked - what date is it?

Finally, on 1 March, he succumbed -
realising I.S.C. 2008 was a dream
that will not come true.
I salute this young spirit - wherever
he is - and I have no doubts about
that! It's heaven.

(Written by : Joyeeta Mukherjee,
Class Teacher,The Assembly of

God Church School, Park Street)

Keshav Rathi

On 16 January 2006, Par-
ijat Banerjee (VI), a stu-
dent of Loreto House,

suffered a violent chest pain on her
way home from school.She was car-
ried back into a classroom when she
fainted.
The
school
principal
informed
her
mother.
The
Rainbow
Shelter
children
present
at the
scene
along
with Mrs.
Kapur, a Biology teacher of the
school, assisted Parijat and her
mother greatly. She was taken home
to rest, when she suffered another
attack. She was taken to the Ra-
bindranath Tagore Hospital where
her unusual chest pains were inves-
tigated. An ECG and ECO were
done immediately. These were fol-
lowed by an angiogram, an X-Ray
and another angiogram. This entire
while she was put on a saline drip.
The pediatric cardiologist found that
Parijat's left coronary artery was
95% blocked by an abnormal tissue
growth which was cutting off blood
supply and causing acute oxygen
deficiency which resulted in her trau-

matic attacks coupled with cardiac
distress. An emergency CABS
(Coronary Artery Bypass Surgery)

was per-
formed on
her by Dr.
Kunal
Sarkar. Al-
though the
normal pro-
cedure last-
ed only 3-4
hours, the
doctors were
unable to
take Parijat
off the ma-
chines that
were sup-

porting her heart and lung activity
successfully. But, with incredible will
power, Parijat survived the 14 days
of her hospital stay. Despite the pain
she endured, she was able to recov-
er with great speed, largely because
of her own perseverance and
strength. Parijat enthusiastically
takes part in extra-curricular activi-
ties like dancing, swimming and nu-
merous other physically challenging
activities along with her academics.
She is one of the toppers in her
class. She is determined not to miss
out on any of the regular and co-cur-
ricular school activities that come
her way, regardless of her physical
setbacks.

Parijat Banerjee 

As you enter the hallowed
portals of the Frank Antho-
ny Public School, the

school motto 'Courage is Destiny'
strikes you. Swati Bhura has not
known what the love of a father is
as she has been brought up by her
mother. They live in poverty. Her
mother took to sewing clothes and
father worked day and night to sur-
vive from hand to mouth. Her fa-
ther got a job in a Jain Temple for a
salary of Rs 500 in Bihar.
She looked after her younger sis-
ter and mother who was operated
upon six times in these five years
for various diseases.
She matured rather early, handling
such responsibilities. She man-
aged to secure 90% in I.C.S.E.

She took admission in the Frank Anthony Public School for Class XI. It is not
easy to make a regular journey of three to four hours from Liluah to Ripon
Street. She started giving private tuitions to meet her personal expenses. She
topped in Class XI in the commerce section. She participated in the extra-cur-
ricular activities too.She became a school prefect.She has also become a TTIS
Executive and is actively involved with the LTS, Interact Club and Nature Club of
the School. She feels that her greatest achievement was the Certificate of
Commendation she received in The National International Geography
Olympiad out of 1000 odd students. She says, “My courage has given me
strength and has made me a stronger person.”
The Keshav Rathi Memorial Scholarship for Courage has been instituted
from this year by The Telegraph Education Foundation and Swati is the
first reciepient of the award

Swati Bhura

Keshav Bagla is a physically
challenged student. He was
born with Lumber Melin-

gomylocele. Keshav still has a non-
functioning bladder with lower limbs
paralysis and moves on wheel
chair. Lately he has been suffering
from epilepsy also.
During his Hindi Board Examination
for ISC in 2008, he fainted and fell
down from the bench and suffered a
head injury. Fr Boris, Fr George,
Melvin De'Souza attended him and
the school authority told his father
that he seems to suffer from tempo-
rary amnesia. His father was ad-
vised to take him back home for
proper medical care. Thereafter his
father spoke to Keshav. Keshav in-
sisted on appearing for the exam.
He did so and he scored highest in
that paper amongst all the subjects.

Agnivo Paul (VI) of Maharishi
Vidya Mandir is a chal-
lenged child fighting against

the odds of life. He was born with
several deformities. He has under-
gone six operations for his defec-
tive right leg. He comes to school
on a wheel chair and never misses
classes. He wishes to become a
doctor despite several adversities
in life.

Agnivo Paul

Pritha was diagnosed with
hearing impairment at the
age of three. She started

using hearing aid at the age of
three and half years. In spite of this
handicap, Pritha has fared excep-
tionally well in her studies. She is a
very good artist as well as a talent-
ed dancer.

Pritha 
Sanbigrahi 

Due to medical negli-
gence and an injury at
birth, the little girl is suf-

fering from Cerebral Palsy, in-
volving locomotion problem,
lack of balance and co-or-
diantion.However, she attends
a regular and normal school.
Her school, Kendriya
Vidyalaya, IIT, Kharagpur, also
helped her enormously re-
garding her studies.
She has faced difficulties like,
non-availability of separate
study room/ materials, trauma,
followed by depressions and
frustrations due to the attitude
of her play-mates, relatives.
She suffered from anxiety and many other problems.
In spite of all these, she has achieved 90.5% marks in her terminal examina-
tion in Class VI and 91.5% marks in her annual exam, in Class VII. She writes
good English composition and poems completely on her own. She has been
awarded for her academic performance by the Director, IIT, Kharagpur.

Srijoy Bardhan, a student of Mahesh Sri Ramkr-
ishna Ashram Vidyalaya, Rishra secured 742
marks in Madhyamik 2008 with cancer in his

right Scapula. Doctors of Vellore CMC Hospital gave an
estimate of Rs 7 lakh for his treatment. His father, an
employee with Kolkata Municipal Corporation, cannot
afford the expensive treatment.The school has taken all
efforts for raising a fund for Srijoy. A sum of Rs 2.5 lakh
has been collected and the amount has already been
handed over to his father. All the teachers and students
have pledged to collect more money to bring him back
from the clutches of death.

Srijoy Bardhan

Aman Agarwal of La Marternelle High School is a
young 15 year old boy who is suffering from asth-
ma and breathing difficulties since childhood. He

has gone through extensive and expensive treatments all
over India.
He has also got allergic problems.But in spite of these dif-
ficulties, he leads as normal a life as possible. He plays
cricket. He went to Jamshedpur for a cricket tournament.
He
scored
78.25%
in Mad-
hyamik.
His moth-
er is suf-
fering
from
brain tu-
mour for
the last 5-
6 years.
Exten-
sive and
expensive treatment is going on for his mother. But his
mother wants him to go far in life and succeed.
His co-curricular activities include quiz, debate, drama,
dance, cricket, story writing and exhibition. He has repre-
sented his school at the TTIS Carnival in the Sudoku
Competition and came 5th. Though he has these prob-
lems, he is trying to fulfil his hopes by breaking all the bar-
riers.He is one of those students who will be remembered
and will be an example of courage for the young genera-
tion.

Aman Agarwal

Sakshi Singh, a student of Agrasain Ballika Shiksha Sadan, was10 years
old in 2007. She outsmarted a dreaded kidnapper who abducted her from
the second floor of her five storied house situated at 9, Sanatan Mistry

Lane, Oriapara, Salkia, Howrah. The kidnapper took her to Howrah station and
he was joined by another kidnapper at the station.
When the two abductors were planning their strategy with their other team mem-
bers over their mobile phone, an idea flashed in Sakshi's mind to run away from
the spot. She jumped on to a rickshaw and narrated her story to the rickshaw-
puller and told him to take her home.This extraordinary courage gave lots of in-
spiration not only to her classmates but also to all the Agrasanians. For showing
this presence of mind and courage, she was praised by the Principal, in the morn-
ing assembly and was awarded an Electric Sewing Machine.

Rudrani Goswami 

Sakshi Singh

Every year, at The Telegraph School Awards for Excellence, The Surendra Paul Memorial Award for Courage honours 
students who have fought the odds, faced challenges head-on and won! Students whom we can admire and emulate! Read and be inspired by their stories.

Keshav Bagla

In June 2005, Anusha, studying in La
Martiniere for Girls, was diagnosed
with an unidentified auto-immune

disorders which is not fully understood
by medical science. So far, the knowl-
edge on the subject is that the immune
system of the human body becomes
hyperactive and the body's cells begin
to attack other good cells. If not con-
trolled, it can cause severe, even fatal,
damage to the kidneys, lungs, heart,
brain etc.
Anusha, then 7 years old, began to get
very high fever accompanied with ex-
cruciating joint pains. Doctors in Cal-
cutta just could not understand the
symptoms and kept experimenting
with routine examinations of blood,
ECG, etc. A proper diagnosis was fi-
nally done at Apollo Hospital, Chen-
nai. She was diagnosed of SLE or
Lupus.She had to be on a high dose of
steroids for a long time. She was also
referred to a paediatric rheumatologist
in Delhi who is the only doctor in his
discipline in the country. Anusha was
to be at home and on medication for
several months. She also had to un-
dergo repeated blood tests for moni-
toring her condition.
However, she was yearning to get
back to school. In the month of Octo-
ber 2005, Anusha was allowed to re-
turn to school by her doctor. She im-
mediately began to show good grades
and also bagged the progress prize for
class II for the year at the prize distrib-
ution ceremony.
However, her ill-luck was not yet over.
She went through 2006 uneventfully.

She went on to do well in stud-
ies and bagged the Gilt Card in
class II.But, in June 2007, when
she was in class IV, catastrophe

struck. She suffered from a brain
stroke on 23 June 2007.She could not
speak.
She had
to be fed
through a
Ryle's
tube. She
could
recognise
no one.
She was
on life-
support in
the ICU of
the Bha-
girathi
Neotia
Women &
Child
Care
Centre for
5 weeks.
Her par-
ents and
near and
dear ones
were devasted. Her schoolmates,
teachers and others prayed for her
and kept visiting and contacting her to
keep up her spirits. She began to un-
dergo intensive physiotherapy and oc-
casional speech therapy while at
home and in bed.
By the grace of God, Anusha made
rapid recovery. She was allowed to re-
turn to school in January 2008. Being
a good student, she was given promo-
tion to class V. She could not walk. Her
mother had to carry her to the class.

She also could not speak normally,
only utter a few words with a slur, in a
whisper. With tremendous support
and understanding of her teachers,
Anusha was determined to rejoin and
remain in the mainstream. She was

still on heavy medication.
She slowly began to be
able to write with her right
hand. Her left hand was
still quite weak. She even
began to take a few steps
with the help of her moth-
er. Her speech improved
gradually. Her teachers
encouraged her to take
part in  plays, sports and
music.
Another thunderbolt hit
Anusha while she was re-
covering from the brain
stroke. She was diag-
nosed as having kidney
stones in the right kidney.
Her doctors decided to
operate upon her. In May
2008, Anusha had to un-
dergo open surgery in a
complicated operation
lasting three hours. How-
ever, once again, Anusha

managed to win against the odds.She
returned to school within three weeks
of the operation. The surgical cuts
healed rapidly. She resumed physio-
therapy soon after.
Anusha is a symbol of courage and
determination. She has, surely and
steadily, made efforts to return to nor-
mal life.Mentally she is absolutely nor-
mal. She studies hard and her grades
show it. Anusha is also very purpose-
ful and strong willed. These attributes
help her fight her way out.

Anusha Misra 

Somrita’s father receiving the award on her behalf

Srijoy’s father receiving the award on his behalf
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